
*This Assignment is expected to take 5-8 hours 
 

Advanced Placement World History 
Summer Assignment 2018 

 
Welcome to AP World History!  Over the course of the year we will engage in a rigorous and 
sweeping survey of 10,000 years of the history of humankind.  You will also learn to 
synthesize historical information and write four different types of essays in preparation for 
the AP World History Exam in mid-May, 2019.   
 
The primary purpose of this summer assignment is to help you acquire the base knowledge 
necessary for instant immersion in the AP World History Curriculum once the 2017-18 
academic year begins. There are three sections to the summer assignment. Be sure to read 
each section carefully and follow the instructions precisely. Therefore, you should review all 
sections early in the summer and develop a “game plan” with benchmark dates for yourself 
or follow the suggested pacing guide. 
 
SUGGESTED PACING GUIDE: 
Part I- Complete by July 10th 
Part 2- Complete by August 7th 
Part 3- Complete by September 1st 
 
 
NOTE: If you do not already have a box of colored pencils, you should purchase a small box 
for the geography section of the assignment as well as the school year.  
 
If you have any questions, please email me at csepcie@veronaschools.org.  
 
Due: Written components (PARTS 1 and 3) are due Friday 9/7. There will be an assessment on 
the material within the first two weeks of school. 
Worth: 80 points 
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PART I: Physical Geography, Global Regions, & Early Civilizations 

Familiarity with the world and its physical features is an important part of this class.   

A) Complete the two maps (“Early Civilizations Map” AND “Regions Map”) by following the 
instructions and labeling all listed civilizations.  

NOTE: Some civilizations may overlap 
 
Suggested reference websites: 
http://www.timemaps.com/history 
http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm_htm/world.htm 
http://www.freeman-pedia.com/foundations-to-600-bce/ 

 
Regions Map Section 

*Locate and label each item  
 
Continents (label) 
1. North America  
2. South America  
3. Australia  
4. Europe  
5. Antarctica  
6. Asia  
7. Africa  
 

AP Regions – (Consult the reference map below to color code using a colored pencil to lightly shade or outline) 

North Africa  
West Africa  
East Africa  
Central Africa 
Southern Africa 
Middle East 
East Asia 
Oceania 

Central Asia 
Southeast Asia 
South Asia 
Latin America (include regions of Mesoamerica and the 
Caribbean) 
Western Europe  
Eastern Europe 
North America 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm_htm/world.htm
http://www.freeman-pedia.com/foundations-to-600-bce/


Reference-for Regions Map 

 

 

 



 
 

 
REGIONS MAP 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
PART 2: Visualization 

Watch the links below and take notes on the Historical Themes listed below. Don’t focus on 
the small details but rather the “Big Picture” ideas and progression of  societies. 
 
Mankind : The Story of Us All  

● Mankind Episode 2: Iron Men  
○ https://youtu.be/Q8QEE0EdM4o 

 

Crash Courses:  
● Agricultural Revolution 

○ https://youtu.be/Yocja_N5s1I 
● The Indus Valley Civilization 

○ https://youtu.be/n7ndRwqJYDM 
● Ancient Mesopotamia 

○ https://youtu.be/sohXPx_XZ6Y 
● Ancient Egypt 

○ https://youtu.be/Z3Wvw6BivVI 
● The Bronze Age 

○ https://youtu.be/ErOitC7OyHk 
 

THEMES 
1. Interaction Between Humans and the Environment:  having to do with how the 

environment shaped human societies and how humans shaped the environment: 
Including such issues as demography, disease, migration, patterns of settlement, and 
environmental technology. 

2. Development and Interaction of Cultures: having to do with religious beliefs, whether 
organized or traditional, the religious institutions of culture, having to do with art (visual, 
musical, written) and architecture as well as intellectual movements/philosophy, having to 
do with the technology used by the society, new inventions. 

3. State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict: having to do with gaining, seeking, and 
organizing power, events related to the function of government: making laws, enforcing 
laws, and interpreting laws.  

4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems: Having to do with how people 
meet their basic material needs, the production, distribution, and consumption of goods 
and services including such issues as domestic and international trade, monetary policies 
and taxation. 

5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures: Having to do with people in 
groups, their living together, and relations with one another o Includes such issues as: 
gender, economic status. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Q8QEE0EdM4o
https://youtu.be/Yocja_N5s1I
https://youtu.be/n7ndRwqJYDM
https://youtu.be/sohXPx_XZ6Y
https://youtu.be/Z3Wvw6BivVI
https://youtu.be/ErOitC7OyHk
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0603/feature2/images/mp_download.2.pdf


 
 
 

PART 3: Source Analysis 
 

A) Read the excerpt from the The Human Drama. You do not have to formally answer the 
questions in the back of the chapter but you might want to use them to help you focus 
on what is important. 

 
Use the knowledge you gained from parts 2 and 3 to answer the following questions in a 
cohesive well-written essay.  
 

❖ The Agricultural Revolution marked a decisive turning point in human history. 
What evidence might you offer to support this claim, and how might you argue 
against it? 

❖ How did civilizations evolve?  
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Verona High School  
AP Course Student Expectations 

 
Dear Student and Parent/Guardian: 
 
You are enrolling in an AP course for the next school year. It is essential that you understand that an AP course is a 
rigorous, college-level course, equivalent to a course taken during the first year of college. The degree of intellectual 
maturity, academic readiness, organizational skills, and intrinsic motivation required for success in this course is therefore 
considerable. There is an intensive homework load for this course which is expected to average   7-10  hours per week 
of work, excluding class time; you will be expected to complete frequent assignments, readings and projects outside of 
class, and may be expected to attend evening and/or weekend study sessions.  Your commitment to the course may 
conflict with your commitments to other endeavors such as school-sponsored extracurricular activities (sports, music) as 
well as other non-school-sponsored activities such as a part-time job or club athletics team. 
 
Taking an AP course is a collaborative effort between the student, parent/guardian, the teacher, and the school. Each 
party plays an essential role and must make a sincere commitment to meet the demands of that role to ensure success in 
an AP course. Consequently, it is essential that the student enroll in this AP course because the student is interested in 
the subject and seeks an academic challenge.  Each student should understand the full scope of the expectations to be 
met in order to succeed in the course. 
 
As an AP student, you are expected to: 

1. organize your time and effort successfully to complete each course in which you enroll 
2. complete all coursework on time  
3. If you are experiencing difficulty, you are expected to: 

a. notify the teacher and your parent(s)/guardian(s) immediately if you fall behind in class assignments  
b. ask for extra help, as required 

4. minimize your absences from class, and promptly make up any missed work resulting from an absence 
5. use Google Classroom to manage your completion of coursework, so that it serves as a shared record of 

progress for you, your teacher, and your parent(s)/guardian(s)  
6. complete the Time Management Worksheet to weigh the whole of your academic and extracurricular 

commitments, and to ensure that you have assembled a schedule in which you can achieve your academic goals 
while maintaining a healthy high school experience. 

As a parent of an AP student, please: 
1. become familiar with you child’s AP course requirements and workload 
2. support your child’s time management efforts to ensure adequate study time in support of class assignments 
3. regularly monitor your child's progress and attitude in the course.  We encourage parents to use Google 

Classroom Summary Emails to stay well-informed on your child’s progress on assignment completion and to 
reach out to the teacher if your child encounters excessive struggle or an adverse change in attitude 

4. acknowledge that your child is enrolling in a challenging academic course taught at the college level and that, 
while students are generally encouraged to take AP courses, students who do not yet possess prerequisite skills, 
motivation, and/or a proper academic orientation may not succeed in the course or may not achieve the same 
level of grades received in prior Honors or College Prep courses. 

5. assist your child in completing the Time Management Worksheet to ensure that your child’s schedule is consistent 
with his/her academic goals and fosters a healthy high school experience. 

6. acknowledge that your child is expected to take the AP examination on May 16, 2019. 
 
Please sign below to acknowledge your understanding of these expectations and return this form with the 
completed Time Management Worksheet to the teacher of this course.  
 
AP Course:___________________________ Teacher:______________________________  
 
Student Signature: _______________________Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________  
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